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National media conference with 1,600 journalists adopts 
7‑point action plan; demand for a national media council

As the festive season ap-
proaches, popular tour-
ist hubs across West 

Bengal prepare for peak holi-
day rush. For travelers seeking 
tranquility, scenic landscapes, 
and cultural heritage without 
massive holiday crowds, these 
five offbeat destinations offer 
ideal pre-festival getaways:
1. Lepchajagats (Darjeeling 
District)
Perched at an altitude of 6,959 
feet amidst dense oak and 
pine forests, this quiet Lepcha 
hamlet offers panoramic views 
of Mount Kanchenjunga. Lo-
cated just 19 kilometers from 
Darjeeling town, it serves as a 
serene retreat for birdwatchers 
and nature enthusiasts before 
mountain tourism peaks.
2. Garh Panchkot (Purulia 
District)
Situated at the foothills of 
Panchet Hill, Garh Panchkot 
combines ruined earthen forts, 
historical temples, and lush 
forest cover. It provides a calm 
weekend escape featuring 
serene views of the Panchet 
Dam and surrounding tribal 

hamlets. 
3. Tajpur (Purba Medinipur 
District)
Nestled between Mandar-
mani and Shankarpur, Tajpur 
remains one of the least com-
mercialized coastal stretch-
es in southern West Bengal. 
Characterized by dense tama-
risk groves, red crab colonies, 
and quiet beaches, it offers a 
peaceful alternative to heavily 
crowded coastal towns.
4. Samsing & Rocky Island 
(Dooars Region)
Located at an elevation of 
3,000 feet in the Jalpaiguri 
foothills, Samsing features 
sprawling tea gardens and 
lush forest terrain along the 
Murti River. Nearby Rocky Is-
land provides riverside camp-
ing and nature walks away 
from mainstream tourist trails. 

RAMESH RAY
Hello Kolkata

Over 1,600 media profession-
als attended the five-day Na-
tional Media Conference at the 
Brahma Kumaris’ Mansarovar 
complex, concluding with 
the unanimous adoption of a 
sweeping 7-point Action Plan. 
Centered on the theme “Em-
powered Media for Building 
a Better World,” the summit 
culminated in a valedictory 
session urging the industry 
to look past surface-level so-
cietal conflicts and broadcast 
actionable, solution-oriented 
news.

Presented by Sis. BK Sarala, 
Vice-Chairperson of the Me-
dia & PR Wing, and seconded 
by prominent educators Prof. 
Mansingh Parmar and Prof. 
Sanjay Dwivedi, the resolution 
outlines a strategic roadmap 
to restore journalistic integri-
ty. A core mandate is a formal 
call to establish a National 
Media Council to resolve press 
issues across various media 
forms. Additionally, the plan 

demands expanded media 
literacy to combat rising dig-
ital negativity and transform 
passive consumers into re-
sponsible digital citizens. The 
document asserts that struc-
tural regulations and techno-
logical fact-checking tools are 
insufficient without the inner 
spiritual empowerment of cre-
ators, while committing media 
organizations and partnering 
public relations networks to 
launch targeted initiatives 
promoting peace, equality, 

sustainability, and social unity.
Addressing the mental toll 

of modern reporting, Dr. Vikas 
Singh, Dean of AAFT Noida 
Film City, highlighted indus-
try pressures. Bro. Umanath 
Singh, Senior Editor at Prasar 
Bharti News Service, New 
Delhi, acknowledged the chal-
lenge of contemplating peace 
during global conflict, praising 
efforts to build spiritual resil-
ience within the press. High-
lighting cross-border unity, 
Sis. Mala Kumari Karn, Editor 

of Kalyanpost Daily Paper in 
Nepal, emphasized that jour-
nalism must preserve peo-
ple-to-people relationships 
that transcend international 
borders.

Delivering valedictory 
blessings, Rajyogini BK Mohi-
ni Didi, Administrative Head 
of Brahma Kumaris, outlined 
four pillars of a fortunate life: 
mastering thought power, 
maintaining physical vibra-
tions of peace despite anxiet-
ies, utilizing wealth correct-
ly, and cultivating universal 
friendship by viewing every-
one as a soul. Bro. BK Amar 
Chand, Sub-Zonal Coordina-
tor in Agra, reinforced that an 
unbiased media serves as soci-
ety’s backbone, while Dr. San-
jeev Gupta, Associate Profes-
sor at MCU Bhopal, noted that 
because media serves “Food 
for the Mind,” journalists re-
quire spirituality to foster true 
peace. The retreat featured 14 
specialized sessions, including 
plenaries and Raja Yoga med-
itations, merging ethics with 
inner stability.

ASISH BASAK
Hello Kolkata

In a heartfelt tribute to women 
in law enforcement, “Knights 
In Khakhi” was organized on 
September 13 to honor po-
lice-women on duty in uni-
form.

The grand event was jointly 
hosted by Calcutta Park Street 
Ladies Circle 46 and Calcutta 

Park Street Round Table 34, in 
association with THE STADEL, 

Kolkata. The ceremony served 
as a dedicated platform to ac-

knowledge the tireless service, 
resilience, and unwavering 
dedication of female officers 
who serve the city daily.

Distinguished guests, com-
munity leaders, and mem-
bers of the organizing bodies 
gathered to present commen-
dations, celebrating the cru-
cial role these officers play in 
maintaining public safety.

KNIGHTS IN KHAKHI at The Stadel, Kolkata 

Focus on better facilities for  Farmers in WB  HELLO KOLKATA FOCUS

ASISH BASAK
Hello Kolkata

Bharatiya Krishak Samaj, 
WB had organised ‘Media 
Connect Session’ today at 
Rabindra Okakura Bhawan,  
Salt Lake. A galaxy of dignitar-
ies graced the occasion, includ-
ing WB Minister of Agriculture 
Sri Dudh Kumar Mondal, MLA 
of Sonarpur Sri Debasish Dhar, 
social worker Smt. Rinku Ma-
jumdar Ghosh and others.

Sri Sourav J. Sarkar 
(BKS WB President) mod-
erated the proceedings. 
Krishak Ratna League’ was 
announced by the BKS offi-
cials, wherein they pledge to 
generate funds for the imple-

mentation & utilisation of 
better facilities for the farmers. 
Rinku M. G. spoke about holis-
tic development of farmers as 

well as focussing on theme for 
upcoming Puja, after she was 
formally inducted as the Chief 
of Ladies Wing of BKS, WB.

Bharatiya Krishak Samaj, WB vows to fight for betterment of 
farmers 

Choosing the best balcony plants by sunlight

Successful balcony garden-
ing depends on matching 
plant species with the 

intensity and duration of daily 
natural light. Balconies typical-
ly fall into three lighting cate-
gories, each suited to specific 
plant varieties:

South and West-facing bal-
conies receive intense, direct 
sunlight for most of the day. 
Plants suited for these condi-
tions thrive in high heat and 

require deep containers with 
good drainage. 
Best Choices: Bougainvillea, 
Hibiscus, Marigolds, Portulaca 
(Moss Rose), Adenium (Desert 
Rose), and Aloe Vera

Care Tip: Water deeply early 
in the morning or late evening 
to prevent immediate evapora-
tion from the soil. 
Partial Sun / Morning Light 
(3 to 5 Hours Daily Light)
East-facing balconies enjoy 
gentle morning sunlight fol-
lowed by soft afternoon shade. 
This mild environment sup-
ports flowering plants, herbs, 
and semi-tolerant greenery 
without scorching their leaves. 

Four offbeat Bengal destinations 
to visit early


